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Schedule of Events

Sunday, September 22
3:00 - 5:00 Registration 
3:00 - 5:00 Hospitality Room
4:00 - 5:00 Past Board Member Reception
4:00 - 5:00 New CPA Orientation 
5:00 - 6:00 Social
6:00 - 9:00 Recognition Dinner
9:00 Entertainment: The LineBenders Comedy Improv Show
 Hospitality Room open following the entertainment

Monday, September 23
7:00 - 8:00 Registration/Breakfast
7:00 - 3:00 Exhibits
7:30 - 8:00 Annual Meeting (In breakfast room)
 Opening keynote sponsored by FM Area Foundation
8:00 - 9:55  A.  Life at Performance Level - Curtis Zimmerman
10:15 - 11:55 B.  Professional Issues Update - Carl Peterson, AICPA VP Small Firms 
12:00 - 1:00 Lunch 
1:00  Golf 
1:00 - 2:40 C1. Yellow Book and Single Audits* 
 C2. Individual Tax Update
 C3. Ticking Time Bomb: Don’t Get Caught without a Succession Plan
 C4. Personal Technologies 
3:00 - 4:40 D1. Advanced Single Audit Topics*
 D2. Complex Partnership Issues
 D3. Your Greatest Leadership Challenge
 D4. Excel’s Best New Features 
6:00 - 6:30  Social 
6:30 - 8:00 Dinner with Trivia by The LineBenders
8:00 Crazy Keys Dueling Pianos
 Hospitality Room open following the entertainment 

Tuesday, September 24
7:00 - 8:00 Registration/Breakfast
7:00 - 3:00 Exhibits 
8:00 - 9:40 E. Economic Forecast: What’s on the Radar, Dr. Chris Kuehl
10:00 - 11:45  F1. FASB Accounting Update, Rev Rec, Leases*
 F2. Business Tax Update
 F3. Leading Up: The Superpower Every Finance Professional Needs
 F4. A Scary Ride on the Dark Web
11:45 - 12:45  Lunch Sponsored by Fredrikson & Byron
12:45 - 2:25  G1. Nonprofit Financial Reporting *
 G2. New Opportunities with the TCJA to use the Cash Method of Accting
 G3. What to do When the IRS Comes to Collect - Sponsored Session
 G4. Tech Update 
2:45 - 4:25 H.   Surviving Change, Chaos, and Confusion, Dane Wysocki

* = May qualify for Yellow Book Credits
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Monday, September 23   |  Keynote presentations

Leave this session and start “Living the 
Dream”. Curtis will transform and inspire you 
by giving you the tools and confidence needed 
to reach ultimate potential in every aspect 
of your life. The message centers around an 
empowering metaphor. Your life is a show 
and you are the star. This session provides an 
unforgettable learning experience by using in-
teractive juggling, the worlds hardest game of 
“Simon Says” and fire eating to demonstrate 
key concepts.

10:15 – 11:55 am
B. Professional Issues Update 
Carl Peterson, AICPA Representative 

Carl Peterson, CPA, is Vice President of Small Firms at 
the American Institute of CPAs. In this role, he serves 
as the small firm advocate and representative for the 
profession. He meets with small CPA firms regularly to 
understand their issues and represent these firms from 
an advocacy and firm development perspective. Peterson 
serves as the voice of small firms within the AICPA on 
standard-setting, regulatory and small business issues. 
He is responsible for ensuring AICPA initiatives continue 
to meet the needs of small firms. Carl is a licensed CPA, 
and previously served as a managing partner at Peterson, 
Peterson & Associates, PLC, in Minneapolis/St. Paul, 
where he built its service and client base. Carl has a his-
tory volunteering within the profession, including having 
served as a member of AICPA Council and as a member 
of the AICPA’s Accounting and Review Services Commit-
tee. In addition, he has served the Minnesota Society of 
CPAs as Chairman of the Board of Directors, as well as 
Chairman of the Political Action and Legislative Affairs 
committees. 

8:00 – 9:55 am
A. Life at Performance Level
Curtis Zimmerman
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Monday, September 23  |   1:00 - 2:40 PM

C1. Yellow book & Single audits
Laura Lindal, CPA 
This session discusses the changes contained in the 2018 Revision to the Yellow 
Book as well as related documentation requirements, tips and implementation 
challenges.  Other documentation challenges related to Yellow Book and Single 
Audits will also be covered.

C2. Individual Tax Update 
Steven Wagner, CPA
Review TCJA developments that require us to re-think planning for individual 
taxpayers. This session will look at the new rules for itemized deductions, credits, 
Kiddie tax and the 2019 updated numbers for various tax limitation. 

C3. The Ticking Time Bomb: Don’t get caught without a succession plan
Jon Lokhorst, CPA ACC
Successful leadership transitions are critical to the sustainability and vitality of 
all organizations, in both public accounting and industry. However, most lack a 
formal succession plan. That leaves many organizations sitting on a ticking time 
bomb that could derail their future, if not threaten their existence. Although 
succession planning involves many participants, few know where to begin. This 
session will jump-start the discussion by identifying common barriers to the 
planning process and addressing the human element that makes it so difficult. 
Learn the keys to effective succession planning and actionable steps to develop 
your next wave of leadership or serve clients with these challenges.

C4. Personal technologies
Tommy Stephens, CPA, CITP, CGMA
No doubt, personal technologies are now mainstream. But can we automate our 
homes – and businesses– for convenience and security? What about connect-
ing smart speakers, like Amazon Alexa or Google Home units, into our lighting 
systems or our surround sound TV systems? Can we automate these, and other, 
to provide even more convenience, security, and privacy?
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Monday, September 23  |   3:00 - 4:40 pm

D1. Advanced Single Audit topics 
Laura Lindal, CPA 
This session is an advanced discussion of challenges to testing internal controls 
over compliance in a single audit and covers documentation requirements when 
sampling.

D2. Hot Topic: Complex partnership issues 
Steven Wagner, CPA
With LLC’s becoming the entity of choice for many closely held businesses, this 
session will explore some of the more complex issues that every practitioner 
working with partnerships should know. This includes allocations that create 
negative capital accounts, adjustments to basis of partnership assets, and issues 
with respect to the sale of the partnership interest.

D3. Your greatest leadership challenge: Look in the mirror at self-leadership
Jon Lokhorst, CPA ACC
In recent years, an increasing emphasis has been placed on the need for CPAs 
to improve their leadership skills. Most leadership development focuses on the 
leadership of others. However, effective leadership of others begins with effec-
tive self-leadership. This session offers an inside-out approach to building the 
leadership capacity necessary to lead your team or organization in today’s rapidly 
changing marketplace. 

D4. Excel’s best new features 
Tommy Stephens, CPA, CITP, CGMA
With the release of Excel 2019 and updates in Excel provided through Office 365 
subscriptions, Microsoft continues to pack new features into the popular spread-
sheet tool. Enhancements to Power Query, new functions, and improved collabo-
ration opportunities are all available in newer versions of Excel. For those who 
know about these new features and how to apply them, exciting opportunities for 
improved productivity await. Take advantage of this opportunity to learn how 
you can put Excel’s best new features to work right away.
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Tuesday, September 24 |  10:00 - 11:45 AM

F1. FASB Accounting Update, Rev, Rec, Leases and other changes
Laura Lindal, CPA
This session is a high-level overview of the upcoming changes to revenue recog-
nition, lease accounting, and other accounting standards.  We discuss consider-
ations when planning implementation.

F2. Business Tax Update 
Steven Wagner , CPA
Explore the ins and outs of the QBI 199A deduction introduced by the TCJA. We 
will review IRS regulations with respect to this, including discussion on specified 
trades or businesses which can limit the availability of the deduction. We will also 
review the current status of bonus depreciation/179 deductions and recent case 
law affecting taxpayers.

F3. Leading up: the superpower every finance professional needs
Jon Lokhorst, CPA ACC
Most leadership training focuses on leading downstream, with the goal of even-
tually advancing to an executive role. Few people get to be “top dog” in their 
organization. Even then, most CEOs or Managing Partners report to a board or 
executive committee. Learn the skills and tactics needed to develop an effective 
working relationship with your boss and other superiors. Gain the credibility and 
support necessary to get things done and advance professionally.

F4. a scary ride on the dark web
Tommy Stephens, CPA, CITP, CGMA
You have heard of the Dark Web, but have you experienced it? If not, buckle 
up for a scary ride through the underbelly of the Internet. Here many illicit and 
illegal activities occur every day, potentially affecting our personal and organiza-
tional security. In this session, experience first-hand the Dark Web and all that 
it entails - both positive and negative. Upon completing this session, understand 
why it is important to secure your information so that you do not become yet 
another victim of the Dark Web.
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Tuesday, September 24| 12:45 – 2:25 pm

G1. Nonprofit Financial Reporting 
Laura lindal, CPA
This session discusses the requirements of FASB Accounting Standards Update 
(ASU) 2016-14: Not-for-Profit Entities (Topic 958): Presentation of Financial 
Statements of Not-for-Profit Entities and addresses implementation challenges.

G2. New Opportunities with TCJA to use the Cash Method of Accounting 
Steven WAgner, CPA
Learn how the TCJA expanded the availability to use the cash and completed con-
tract methods of accounting for larger organizations. It will significantly change 
the requirement to maintain inventories and apply the burdensome UNICAP 
rules.

G3. What to do When the IRS Comes to Collect
Michael S. Raum  (sponsored by Fredrikson & Byron)
Topics covered include how to analyze and approach challenges presented by 
collection cases, including trust fund investigations, unfiled returns, and penalty 
abatements. The session also address how to respond to IRS actions including 
levies and liens, as well as defensive measures including installment agreements, 
offers in compromise, and other techniques for addressing complex and large-
dollar collection cases.

G4. Tech Update 
Tommy Stephens, CPA, CITP, CGMA
In this session, learn about a wide variety of technology trends, solutions, and op-
portunities. Specifically, you will learn about spending trends, software licensing 
issues, leading-edge hardware, mobile and cloud strategies, and security risks. If 
you attend only one technology session this year, make sure it is this one so that 
you are well-positioned for what lies ahead.
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Tuesday, September 24  |  Keynote Presentations

Dr. Chris Kuehl is a Managing Director of Armada 
Corporate Intelligence. He provides forecasts and 
strategic guidance for a wide variety of corporate 
clients around the world. He is the chief economist 
for several national and international organizations 
– Fabricators and Manufacturers Association, Na-
tional Association of Credit Management, Finance, 
Credit and International Business and the Business 
Information Industry Association. Prior to starting 
Armada in 1999 he was a professor of economics and 
finance for 15 years – teaching in the US, Hungary, 
Russia, Estonia, Singapore and Taiwan. He holds 
advanced degrees in economics, Soviet studies and 
East Asian studies.

2:45 – 4:25 pm

This fun filled, lively session will have 
you rediscovering your inner child and 
the magic of humor in life. Dane Wysocki 
is a psychologist and humorist who has 
spoken about how laughter can not only 
help us cope in difficult times but how it 
can allow us to thrive no matter the cir-
cumstances. Dane has inspired thousands 
of adults to once again “think like a child” 
in a rousing and energetic performance 
guaranteed to touch your heart, your 
mind, and your funny bone.

H. Surviving Change, Chaos, and Confusion
Dane Wysocki

8:00 - 9:40 AM
E. Economic Forecast: What’s on the Radar
Dr. Chris Kuehl



Annual Convention 2019 9

Meet the Fishing Guide and the Redneck.  Crazy Keys, Rob and Jon, will enter-
tain you with their request driven performance.  They can perform songs from 
the Big Bands all the way to Lady Gaga. It will surely be a night to remember!

Entertainment
Sunday  |  The Linebenders

Immediately after the Recognition Dinner on Sunday, guests will be treated to 
The LineBenders Comedy Improv Show where no two shows are ever the same!  

Monday  |  Crazy Keys Dueling Pianos Comedy Show



Guest Fees
Add $10 if postmarked after Sept 6

Please list quantity for each item
____$40 Sunday Dinner

 � Chicken Chardonnay
 � Top Sirloin
 � Vegetable Stir Fry

____$36 Monday Breakfast & Lunch
____$40 Monday Dinner/Entertain
____$36 Tuesday Breakfast & Lunch
____$70 Golf

_____TOTAL
If you have special dietary needs such 
as a gluten allergy, please contact our 
office.

Guest Registration

To Register:

+ Mail to NDCPAS
3100 S Columbia Rd Ste 500
Grand Forks ND 58201

7 Register online at 
www.ndcpas.org/conv

' Call TF (877) 637-2727
Local (701) 775-7111

Golf Registration:
Cost: $70 (includes cart)
The golf tournament will be a scramble 
format. 
_____   USGA Handicap (or Avg. Score)

Requested Teammates: (Optional)

1. 

2.

3.

� Check � Visa � Mastercard � Discover

Acct #:

Exp Date:

Card Holder:

Payment Method:

Details 
Location:
Fargo Holiday Inn
3803 13th Ave S
Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 282-2700
Rate: $118 + tax
Room Release Date: 8/22/19

CPE: 16 hours available 

Fees include: electronic handouts, con-
tinental breakfasts, lunches and dinners 
on Sunday and Monday evening.  Golf is 
extra.

Handout Material:  A link to access the 
materials will be emailed to you approxi-
mately one week prior to the conference.  

Exhibitors and Sponsors: If you are 
interested in exhibiting or sponsoring an 
event please call the Society office.

Dress: Business attire is appropriate for 
Sunday’s dinner.  For all other events ca-
sual/business casual is fine.  Please dress 
in layers. Meeting rooms are typically 
cool and personal comfort zones vary.

Cancellation and Refunds: Full refund 
if received 10 working days prior to 
convention. A $50 administrative fee is 
charged if canceling after September 6. 
No refunds after September 20 or once 
you have downloaded the materials. 
Exceptions considered on a case by case 
basis. Golf Cancellation: Refunds if can-
cellation occurs by September 17. After 
this, refunds are issued only if the entire 
event is cancelled due to weather.

Special Pricing: ND candidates who 
passed the CPA exam from July 2018 
through June 2019 may attend the con-
vention for FREE. 

Thank You to the Convention Committee:  
For a list of members please visit www.
ndcpas.org/conv



Name

Firm

Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

Email

Fees:
Add $50 if postmarked after Sept 6

 � $435 Society Member

 � $485 Nonmember

 � $0 Exam Passer from 7/18 to 6/19

 � $200 Lifetime Member

 � $360 One Day Society Member

 � $410 One Day Nonmember

 � $40 Sunday Dinner Only

 � $70 Golf

___ TOTAL

Registration

Monday, September 23
8:00 - 9:55 A. Life at Performance Level - Curt Zimmerman

10:15 - 11:55 B. Professional Issues Update - Carl Peterson

1:00 - 2:40 C1. Yellow Book 
and Single Audits 

C2. Individual Tax 
Update 

C3. Succession 
Planning

C4. Personal 
Technologies

3:00 - 4:40 D1. Advanced 
Single Audits 

D2. Complex Part-
nership Issues

D3. Self 
Leadership

D4. Excel’s Best 
New Features 

Tuesday, September 24
8:00 - 9:40 E. Economic Forecast: What’s on the Radar - Dr. Chris Kuehl

10:00 - 11:45 F1. FASB Account-
ing Update 

F2. Business Tax 
Update

F3. Leading Up F4. A Scary Ride 
on the Dark Web

12:45 - 2:25 G1. Nonprofit Fi-
nancial Reporting

G2. TCJA Cash 
Method Accting

G3. When the IRS 
Comes to Collect 

G4. Tech Update 

2:45 - 4:25 H. Surviving Change, Chaos, and Confusion - Dane Wysocki

To Register:

+ Mail to NDCPAS
3100 S Columbia Rd Ste 500
Grand Forks ND 58201

7 Register online at 
www.ndcpas.org/conv

' Call TF (877) 637-2727
Local (701) 775-7111

For groups of 10 or more, please contact 
the Society for pricing details.

Please circle your choice for each session

Golf Registration:
Cost: $70 (includes cart)
The golf tournament will be a scramble. 
____   USGA Handicap (or Avg. Score)

Requested Teammates: (Optional)

1. 

2.

3.

Meal Selection (included in your registration)

Sunday Dinner
� Chicken Chardonnay
� Top Sirloin 
� Vegetable Stir-fry

Monday 
� Breakfast
� Lunch 
� Dinner

Tuesday
� Breakfast
� Lunch

� Check � Visa � Mastercard � Discover

Acct #:

Exp Date:

Card Holder:

Payment Method:

If you have special dietary needs such as a 
gluten allergy, please contact our office.
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